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W* Mss Helen Coelf el 

1802 Third Street 
Louisville Q, Kentucky 

Dear ilfiss Uoelfel: 

X do want to thank you for your thoughtful 
letter of July 31, 1950, and your interest in bringing 
to my attention the newspaper clippings from the 
Louisville Courier-Journal* I am also grateful for 
the good wishes you extended • 

Sincerely yours, 

J Hootop 

John Edgar Hoover 
Hi rector 
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1802 Third Street 
Louisville 8, Kentucky 
July 31, 1950 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Here are some more clippings from the 
L oui sville Courier-Journal which you might 
like to see. 


Please do not feel that an acknowledg¬ 
ment of their receipt is naraessary. 

All good wishes. 


Sincerely yours. 
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Potential Fifth Column 

Director J. Edgar Hoover of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation made recently the fact that 

we have 54,000 admitted Communists in this country, 
and, according to Mr. Hoover’s report, 500,000 "fellow 

travelers” are trying by every pos- ; .—----- -j 

sible means to keep their unlawful 
activities hidden. 

Among the actions traceable to 
Communists arc stirring agita¬ 
tion about civil rights in the 
Southern states, infiltrating the 
government wherever possible, in¬ 
filtrating heavy industry and com¬ 
munications. They have even suc¬ 
ceeded in infiltrating the legal 
profession. 

When we break down Mr. 


. Hoover’s figures, we find that -t—*" 

554,000 Communists and "fellow travelers” who fol¬ 
low the party lino are ready, willing and able to do 
the party's work. In other words, there is a potential 
fifth column of 554,000 people dedicated to this 
philosophy. 

The bright spot in the picture, I think, is Mr. 
Hoover himself. He is rendering a signal service 
to his country and deserves adequate help and co¬ 
operation from all who want to rid the country of 
Communists. C. P. Robertsox. 

Stoneville, N. C. 
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W A SHIISCTOIS MERRY-GO-ROUND Drew Pear»on Say*: ^ .. — ^ 

This Admiral Would Much Rather Go To Sea 
t Than Remain Washington’s Intelligence Expert 


W ASHINGTON.—It isn’t g e r e r a 11 y 
known, but Admiral Rosco;> Hil- 
lenkoetter. ct\ief of tne super-duper . oy 
agency, Central Intelligence, had asked for 
sea duty well before the Korean outbreak. 

The admiral has done a better job of for¬ 
eign intelligence than Congress gives him 
credit for, but he has neyer been particu¬ 
larly happy in the job and would like to, 
get back to a battleship. Hillenkoetter’was 
former commander of the Battleship Mis- 
rouri, comes from the State of Missouri, 
and was picked by Truman personally for 
the difficult intelligence assignment. 

Faced with the admiral’s insistence that 
he wants to be transferred, President Tru¬ 
man has asked General Bedell Smith,* for¬ 
mer U. S. Ambassador to Moscow, to take 
over Central Intelligence. Smith, so far, 
has refused, on the ground that he re¬ 
cently underwent an ulcer operation. 

General Smith knows the Russians, and 
would be better than most military men 
for this assignment. However, Congress, 
in creating Central Intelligence, did not 
intend that it be run by the military. Past 
experience has shown 4 that civilians are 
better qualified to direct detective-espion¬ 
age agencies. 

• Therefore, some of the President’s 
j friends are urging that he appoint J. Edgar 
Hoover to this important post. 

Hoover is one of the best organizers* in 
government, has built up one of the best- 
trained investigation bureaus the world 
{ has ever seen, and has it in such good 
\ shape that it could operate under a new 
director. 

On the other hand, getting intelligence 
on a prospective enemy is all-important 
in this day when a suitcase smuggled into 
an American harbor, or the flight of one 
plane across the Arctic, or the secret mass¬ 
ing of troops on a certain border could 
cripple the United States indefinitely. 

That is why a main of Hoover’s genius 
ought to be used to head an agency which 
today has become even more important 
than the F.B.I. 

REPUBLICAN members of the Joint Eco¬ 
nomic Committee were just as co-operative 
as Democrats in supporting President Tru¬ 
man’s call for increased taxes. Even Ohio’s 
rugged individualist, Bob Taft, went along. 
“The boys who are being inducted to 
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fight for us are paying the greatest tax— 
with life and limb,” declared another 
Ohioan, Democratic Representative Walter 
Huber, during the closed-door meeting. “It’s 
up to us to shoulder the financial arms, 
though they may be heavy. And those 
who are profiting from this war should be 
taxed the greatest.” 

Even G.OP. Congressman Robert 
(“where - are - you - going - to - get - the- 
money?”) Rich of Pennsylvania agreed. 
However, Taft didn’t enthuse over a face¬ 
tious suggestion by Huber that the Ohio 
Senator sponsor tax increase legislation— 
never a popular issue in an election year. 

4 T11 go along,” grinned Robert Alphonso, 
who faces a hot re-election battle, “but I 
think the honor of sponsoring this bill 
belongs to you Democrats, the majority 
party/’ 

INTERESTING new evidence gradually 
’ accumulates in the Justice Department’s 
belated probe of Senator Brewster’s eaves¬ 
dropping on Howard Hughes, the West 
Coast aviation mogul. . 

It will be recalled that three years ago 
when the G.O.P. Senator from Maine was 
chairman of the Senate War Investigating 
Committee, he staged a headline-snatching 
investigation of the rather far-fetched charge 
that Hughes had spent government money 
extravagantly in building a giant am¬ 
phibious transport plane. 

It turned out, however, that Brewster 



Admiral Hillenkoetter 


had something of an axe to grind for his 
good friends of Pan American World Air¬ 
ways, and had talked to Hughes earlier 
about an amalgamation betwe^Pan Am 
and his Trans World Airlines. -— 

It also turned out, two years later, that 
Brewster had used the metropolitan police 
of the District of Columbia to tap Howard 
Hughes’s phone and put a microphone in his 
room. In fact, Police Chief Robert Barrett 
submitted a report to the Justice Depart¬ 
ment almost one year ago that one of his 
officers, Lieut. Joseph Shimon, had been 
tapping wires for Senator Brewster’s inves¬ 
tigating committee. 1 

Wire-tapping, of course, is barred'by sec¬ 
tion 603 of the Federal Communications Act 
and is a criminal^ffense. 

However, the Justice Department, after 
letting the wire-tapping report gather dust 
for nine months, finally got around to 
ordering an F.B.T. investigation. And the 
most interesting thing the F.B.T. has turned 
up is a statement made to a G-man by 
Lieut. Shimon that Senator Brewster’s sec¬ 
retary paid him for his wire-tapping. 

Another interesting point is that ^ close 
friend of Brewster’s, William Power Ma¬ 
loney, has been retained as defense counsel 
for Lieut. Shimon. For, upon Shimon’s tes¬ 
timony depends whether or not Senator’ 
Brewster becomes involved in a criminal 
proceeding. 

So far, Shimon has stuck to a very careful 
story. He admits tapping Howard Hughes’s 
phone, but he does not admit giving any 
information about the wire-tapping to the 
senator. This is aimed to let Brewster off 
the hook. 

The senator from Maine, in turn, has fig¬ 
ured out an interesting excuse for his asso¬ 
ciation with the police lieutenant. Friends 
were worried over threats of physical vio¬ 
lence. he says, so Shimon was hired to pro¬ 
tect him. In the course of protecting him. 
the police lieutenant tapped the wire of 
Howard Hughes—the last, person, inciden¬ 
tally, who would have attacked Brewster 
physically. 

It sounds awfully far-fetched, but believe 
it or not, that’s the alibi. 

Meanwhile, Senator Neely of West Vir¬ 
ginia, chairman of the District of Columbia 
committee in charge of police affairs, has 
suddenly got extremely cold feet over the 
bought of probing a f|M^w senator. 
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